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in thickets or among rushes, laying more and smaller eggs
than the Common or Grey Heron. In most parts of
India it breeds in July and August, but in Ceylon from
December to March, its matrimonial arrangements
being regulated by the water-supply, like those of other
Herons in India.
The Giant Heron.
Ardea   goliath.—blanford,   Faun.     Brit.   Ind
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 384.
Goliath well deserves his name, for he is far the biggest
of the Herons, being nearly five feet long, with a nine-inch
bill and shank, and a wing which measures two feet when
closed. His bill is particularly deep and powerful even in
proportion to his size. In plumage he is grey above, and
chestnut on the head, neck, and underparts, the throat
being white, and the breast streaked with white and black.
But "only young birds have been found in India as yet, and
in these the colours are generally duller, the grey of the up-
per parts mixed with rusty, and the belly white with brown
streaks. The bill and feet are black, the former fleshy on
the lower chap.
By rights this is an African bird, but for certain reasons,
best known to himself, he occasionally turns up in India
in his giddy youth. Blytb, the first Curator of the Indian
Museum, got in the cold weather of 1845-46 several speci-
mens in the Calcutta Bazaar. One of these was in my time
still on view in the bird-gallery of the Museum, but no
others have ever turned up near Calcutta.
But in Ceylon two more were shot, one in 1878 and
another in the following year, and in Tickell's beautiful
manuscript work on Indian birds in the Library of the Zoolo-
gical Society of London, I find a good coloured drawing
of the head and wing of a bird of this species, shot by an
Arakanese on September 26th, 1862, south of Nandan-
gyee. Other specimens have been seen, but not shot, in

